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Why do we dedicate our children
to the Lord?

What do we do to publicy acknowledge our gratitude
and commitment to the Lord in receiving and raising
our children? The New Testament does not give
straightfoward directions, although it does tell of an
event in the life of Jesus which provides a helpful and
instructive pattern to follow in dedicating our children
to the Lord.

** Then some children were brought to him so that
he might lay his heads on them and pray; and
the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, ‘Let
the children alone, and do not hinder them from
coming to me; for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such at these.” And after laying his
hands on them, he departed from there. !
Matthew 19:13-15

There are many things to notice about this that are
instructive for baby dedication.

First, we bring our babies to Jesus as an expression
of our own faith in Him. Parents who dedicate their
babies to the Lord are doing this in an expression of
their own faith, rather than out of obligation from
religion. Just as Jesus did, we lay our hands on these
babies and we also pray for them, believing that this
will have a great impact on them.

This is not an empty ritual, but an act of great

signi cance and power. To preserve the integrity
and meaning of this event, we ask that both parents
involved in the dedication have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

Second, we bring our babies to Jesus in the context
of a church body who af rms their worth, providing
an environment where they can come to know
Jesus. It’s interesting that many in the world, view
children as more of a burden than a blessing. But
Jesus af rmed the worth of the children and some
harsh words for his proud disciples. His command,
“Do not hinder them from coming to me,” applies

to all those who will surround the parents at this
important event.

Third, we bring our babies to Jesus accepting the
awesome responsibility He has given us as parents.
Jesus did not keep the children, but he handed them
to their parents as a demonstration that the care of
these children belonged to them. The baby dedica-
tion, in the same way, the parents offer their

children to the Lord, but the stewardship of their
little life remains in their hands.

As well as lling out the baby dedication brochure,
we would also like families to submit pictures of their
child to be dedicated. During the ceremony, there will
be a picture presentation of your child.

We ask that you submit these pictures either in a CD
format or e-mail the pictures to bccinfo@bccag.org.
e If you are submitting a CD, please turn it into the
Front of ce.
e We need at least 10 pictures of your child to be
dedicated.

We would also like to have these pictures no later
than one week prior to the dedication.

® The Baby Dedication will take place the second
weekend of every month.

Please Il out neatly

and give to Welcome Center
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yes O are you husband and wife?
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yes O do you attend BCC regularly?
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yes O have you both committed your lives
no O to following Christ?

yes O are you both in agreement with this
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